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FOREWORD

With gratitude to Hashem | am pleased to publish a collection
of practical Halachos that | have discussed at pre-Pesach Shiurim
over the past fourteen years. While some points are fairly obvious,
others may come more as a surprise to some readers. Invariably,
sources have been provided in the Hebrew footnotes, throughout.
[References to Nitey Gavriel are to the 2nd edition, 5753]. Some of
the footnotes also include the arguments upon which the
conclusions in the main text are founded. Longer notes have been
relegated to Miluim, on pages 36-38.

It is hoped that this collection will enhance somewhat the
awareness and observance of the numerous aspects of Pesach, our
Festival of Liberation.

May Hashem grant that we witness the fulfillment of that which
our Sages have said: “In Nissan they were redeemed and in Nissan
they are destined to be redeemed”, ushering in an era of worldwide
peace and tranquility, heralded by the advent of the Righteous
Mashiach, NOW wrnn.

Levi Yitzchok Raskin, London

25 Adar 11, 5765

Observations and corrections are welcome: ly.raskin@btinternet.com
Home address: 37 Norfolk Avenue, London England N15 6JX
Telephone: 011 44 (0) 208 8802 1606; Mobile: 011 44 (0) 7940 258 497
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THE SEARCH FOR CHOMETZ

On the eve of the 14th of Nissan, one may not eat a meal from
a half-hour before nightfall until after one has completed the
search. A snack, however, is allowed.?

Before the Search: The floors should be swept.2 The focus of
the search is the ‘nooks and crannies’, therefore the 10 pieces
(see below) should be placed in corners of the room rather than
in middle of the open floor.3

It is customary that, before the search, members of the family*
place 10 pieces of Chometz in discreet places around the home.
Each piece should be less than a Kezayis and wrapped in paper.
The total of all 10 pieces should amount to a Kezayis or more.5

When distributing the 10 pieces, it is advisable to jot down a list
of where each piece was placed. If one of the pieces was not
discovered during the search one need not re-search the home.
Instead we would rely on the Bitul, the annulment of Chometz.s

The plinths (covers for the front of the base of the kitchen
units) should be removed in order to search beneath the units.
But if this will involve a lot of work, one need not remove them.
This is so even when bits of Chometz are visible, provided they
are beyond reach, for in this instance we may rely on the Bitul,
the annulment of Chometz.”

Large appliances — such as the refrigerator, cooker etc. —
should be moved to clear away hidden Chometz. When this will
be impractical to do during the search, one can do so a few days
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4 Notes for Pesach

in advance. Before replacing the appliance in its position, one
should search the area with a candle [without a berachah].s

7) The areas to be sold in Chometz do not need to be searched.?

8) The garden (front and back) does not need to be searched, for
we rely on the birds to have removed any Chometz. However, at
the time of burning Chometz one should look around and
destroy any visible remains.1°

9) The car must be searched for Chometz. Use of a candle is
unsuitable, therefore use an electric light. Due to the latter
point, some authorities'* compare this part of the search to the
checking of pockets (and bags, briefcases etc.), which is done in
the daytime.12

10) The search of the pockets [of the children’s as well as the
adult’s clothing] is done on the day of Erev Pesach, once we
stop eating Chometz. The search of the car and of bags etc. can
be done earlier too — provided that henceforth one will not
bring or place any Chometz in the area searched.

11) One is obliged to search for Chometz at one’s place of work.
One who owns a warehouse must search for Chometz there.3
If one does not intend to go in to work during Pesach, one could
include the entire area in the Sale of Chometz.

12) The Shul needs to searched for Chometz. If one is doing so
after having said the berachah and searched at home, do not
repeat the berachah prior to the search in Shul.#

13) Traveling: One who will spend Pesach away from home could
in theory simply include the whole house in the sale of
Chometz. However, some Poskim object to this, since as a result
he would forfeit the Mitzvah of searching for Chometz in his
home.s [This applies equally to Talmidim regarding their rooms
in Yeshivah]. So let's go through some options:
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Notes for Pesach 5

a) Traveling on the day of the 14th of Nissan — leave one
part of your home unsold in the sale of Chometz, and search
for Chometz there [with a berachah]. Remember to burn
your 10 pieces etc. — see below #15.

b) Traveling before nightfall and through the night of the
14th of Nissan — leave one part of your home unsold in
the sale of Chometz, and search for Chometz there on the
night before departure. No berachah is said before this
search.

c) If you will arrive at your hosts in time for the Search for
Chometz — assist your host in his search, and be yotz'e with
his berachah. [Some Poskim advise to nominally rent your
room from your host and to say a berachah and search there.
Other Poskim object to this, since you do not own the
Chometz in the room]. Alternatively follow the preceding
guideline.

d) Where the above options are impractical, one may rely on
the Sale of Chometz to acquit oneself of the duty to search
for Chometz.

e) One who intends to return home during Chol HaMoed —
one must search for Chometz throughout the home prior to
one’s departure.

14) One cannot say the berachah when doing Bedikas Chometz just
on the contents of a suitcase.¢

15) One who searches for Chometz without a Berachah on the eve
before departure — some Poskim rule not to use 10 pieces,
particularly due to the a risk of losing or forgetting them. Others
rule to use them, especially due to the reason given in Kabbalah
for using and burning 10 pieces. These should be taken with
and burned at the right time.*”

16) One may choose to search a part of one’s premises earlier
than the eve of the 14th. This is especially advisable when one
transforms a room into a Pesach kitchen a few days before
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6 Notes for Pesach

Pesach — to search for Chometz there before it begins to be
used for its new role.1®

17) One who searched for Chometz earlier without a berachah —
when burning the Chometz on Erev Pesach should say the
berachah without Hashem’s name, nor ‘melech haolam’.2°

18) If Reuven must go into work on Erev Pesach he may burn the
Chometz early, before leaving home. Some Poskim advise to
retain a Kezayis of Chometz and entrust it to someone [Shimon]
to burn it on Reuven’s behalf [as his shaliach], at the correct
time, at which time Shimon should declare all Reuven’s
Chometz null and hefker. At the same time he should endeavor
to call Reuven on the ‘phone, as a reminder to say Kol Chamira
(#2), thereby annulling all his Chometz.2
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SALE OF CHOMETZ

In many communities it is the custom to make an itemized list
of the Chometz articles to be sold, and their estimated value.
This is not our Minhag.2

If a non-Jew left his Chometz food in the home of a Jew, this
must be sectioned-off with a mechitzah that is 10 tefachim
high. This rule applies to the ‘sold’ Chometz too. Draping a
cloth over the Chometz is insufficient. Even a curtain is only
acceptable if secured at the bottom as well as at the top.22

The kitchen units in which Chometz is stored will often be 10
tefachim high, thus qualifying as a mechitzah. However one
cannot ‘sell’ the Chometz in one drawer of the freezer, while
retaining full access to the rest of the unit.

In line with the above, it is insufficient to merely cover a display
of miniature whiskies. Either separate them with a valid
mechitzah or pack them away.

The Sale of Chometz is done due to necessity — for many it
would be difficult to otherwise dispose of all Chometz before
Pesach. We do, however, fully rely on the sale and we do not
hesitate to sell even absolute Chometz.2

In some other communities it is customary to refrain from
selling absolute Chometz. Be that as it may, but I believe it to a
misguided practice that which some of their housewives ‘give
away’ their Chometz to a neighbor who sells their Chometz,
until after Pesach. Similar to the sale of Chometz to the Goy,
this transaction requires Halachic validity and thus ought to be
effected by one knowledgeable in the relevant Halachos.

Premises that belong to a Jew, that are usually hired out to
non-Jewish tenants but are presently vacant — should be
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8 Notes for Pesach

searched for Chometz on the eve of the 14th of Nissan.
Alternatively, they should be included in the Sale of Chometz.

8) If you have Chometz in a shipment — make sure to stipulate
this when selling your Chometz.

9) The general consensus of Poskim is that the time when one may
not possess Chometz goes according to where the owner is at
present. Hence, one traveling eastwards for Pesach, e.g. from
England to Eretz Yisrael, should sell his Chometz there. For by
the time the Rabbonim here will sell the Chometz it will be too
late. Alternatively, some local Rabbonim make an additional
earlier sale of Chometz for the benefit of those traveling abroad.

[This year, 5765, the Chometz will generally be sold on Friday
at noon. As a result the time difference may not present a
problem. Check this with your local Rav].

10) One may briefly enter the area of ‘sold Chometz', e.g. to
adjust a timeswitch. One should not remain there for an
extended time.2

11) The Alter Rebbe instituted to sell Chometz with an Orev
Kablon, a guarantor.2” Nevertheless, after Pesach we do not
avoid buying Chometz from Jewish vendors who sold their
Chometz without an Orev Kablon.28

12) Many Poskim rule that Reuven is able to sell Shimon’s
Chometz on his behalf, even without Shimon’s knowledge.
This addresses primarily an instance where Shimon will refrain
from eating Chometz on Pesach, but lacks the motivation to sell
his Chometz.2°

13) If one realized on Erev Pesach afternoon that one forgot to sell
the Chometz — check with the Rav through whom you usually
sell your Chometz. He may have — rightly — acted on your
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Notes for Pesach 9

behalf, and sold your Chometz. Failing this one should
immediately destroy any Chometz in one’s possession.® Bear in
mind that in many homes there remains very little actual
Chometz food on Erev Pesach, so it may well be that the loss is
guite minimal.

14) Our custom is to sell the actual utensils with the Chometz.
Nonetheless one need not immerse them in the Mikvah after
Pesach.3t
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DispPOsSAL OF CHOMETZ

[After completing the search we say Kol Chamira (#1), to
declare all unknown Chometz null and hefker]. Once the
Chometz is burning on the morning of Erev Pesach we say Kol
Chamira (#2), declaring all our Chometz to be null and hefker.
This declaration should be said by all members of the household
who may possess Chometz of their own.

One may possess Chometz that is poisonous since it is now
unfit for animal consumption. Bait that is Chometz, by contrast,
must be disposed of.32

Beware: some dried flower arrangements have stalks of wheat
added, as do some mixtures of potpourri. Also: it is common for
children to use macaroni for art projects. Make sure to dispose
of these before Pesach.

One should clean out one’s rubbish bins/trash cans before
Pesach. This includes the ‘wheelie’ bins, even though they are
the property of the local council. Placing the bin in the street
does not acquit you of getting rid of the Chometz therein.33

Question: During Pesach | received a wrapped gift. Upon
opening | see that it is a bottle of whisky. What should | do
now?

Answer: If the one giving you the gift had sold his or her
Chometz, enquire whether the gift was purchased before the
Sale of Chometz on the morning of Erev Pesach, in which case
the gift should just be put away until after Pesach.

Failing that, you should destroy the gift as soon as possible. If
this happened on Shabbos or on the 1st or 7th day of Yom Tov,
you may not move the Chometz because it is Muktzah. You
should therefore cover it over until nightfall. On the 2nd or 8th
day of Yom Tov you should dispose of it in a manner that does
not involve a Melachah, e.g. pouring the whisky down the toilet.
[Similarly, a cake should be crumbled and then flushed]. If the
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Notes for Pesach 11

gift was received during Chol HaMoed, it is preferable to burn
the Chometz. When destroying this Chometz [via any method]
one should not say the Berachah Al Biur Chametz.3

One traveling on an airplane during Pesach and is served a meal
containing Chometz incurs a duty to dispose of the Chometz
promptly (see previous point). When purchasing one’s ticket one
should stipulate that one wishes Kosher-for-Pesach meals, and
that one does not wish to acquire the Chometz meals.3*

The above problems were due to the Chometz having been
acquired on Pesach. By contrast, if one realizes on Pesach that
some Chometz food or drink was left out, one may not need to
dispose of it, for generally all Chometz at one’s premises are
included in the sale. Therefore just put the discovered item
away with the sold Chometz.3¢

Even our animals may not feed on Chometz from an hour
before noon on Erev Pesach.?” If you have an aquarium with
fish that feed on Chometz — one solution is to sell the whole
tank with the Chometz [in situ], and before Pesach to pop in a
food-tablet [made for feeding one’s fish when going on
vacation]. For owners of cats and dogs: give them away to a
friendly non-Jewish neighbor, along with a supply of pet-food
that will suffice until Pesach is over.

Some Poskim rule that one may not order Chometz products
on Pesach for delivery after Pesach.3

10) When payment is made by credit card (which could possibly

constitute ownership of the goods), one should avoid ordering
the same even before Pesach.3®

11) If you need to use medication regularly, check whether it is

suitable for Pesach. If listed as unsuitable, ask a Shaaloh in
good time.40
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CHUMROS FOR PESACH

We are very particular with gebrokts, i.e. not to wet the Matzah
during Pesach, apart from the 8th day. This is primarily due to
the possibility that some particles of flour were not properly
mixed in the dough when it was kneaded, and upon becoming
wet now they will ferment and become Chometz.*

For this reason we do not wet above the lips at Mayim
Acharonim.#

In the earlier years the Rebbe advised that it is acceptable to be
lenient for children regarding chumros such as gebrokts, but not
to give them machine-Matzos. In later years the Rebbe
encouraged us to train children to be careful with gebrokts too.43

The general minhag is to eat Matzah alone without any other
food. Some people feel a need to soften the Matzah and eat it
with fruit such as banana or avocado. If doing so then it is
recommended to use disposable cutlery, thus not causing
gebrokts in the washing-up bowl.

On the first night(s) of Yom Tov we are obliged to eat Matzah.
Throughout Pesach, by contrast, there is no such obligation; if
you wish you may subsist on a diet of potatoes! There is,
however a virtue in eating Shemurah Matzah throughout the
Yom Tov.*s

Kitniyos: The Ashkenazi communities refrain from eating on
Pesach any pulses, legumes and the like.

This prohibition also applies to oils extracted from the above.
The Poskim differ as to oils extracted from non-edible pulses —
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Notes for Pesach 13

in London we follow the ruling of the late Rav H. Padwa 53,
not to use such oils on Pesach.

8) We refrain from Kitniyos foods on Erev Pesach t00.47

9) Many of Anash do not use any oil on Pesach (see below #15 {—
re. manufactured goods}). Instead they use chicken fat. If
doing so, check carefully for any presence of grain (see below
#12).

10) If a baby must be fed formula, it is preferable to use Kitniyos
[e.g. soya] than to use non-supervised milk. When washing the
bottles etc. do so in a separate bowl, not where one washes the
regular Pesach dishes.

11) The Chumrah of Kitniyos applies Erev Pesach too.4

12) When preparing chickens for cooking, check carefully for any
grains. If you discover anything suspicious — ask a Shaaloh
immediately.#® It is advantageous to clean the chickens before
the onset of Yom Tov.

13) It is preferable to buy live fish and to clean them oneself.

14) When visitors come over during Pesach, we do not pressure
them to eat at our home — they are entitled to their own
Pesach-chumros! Instead, food may be placed at the table, and
the visitors can choose to help themselves.>

15) Where possible, we avoid using manufactured foods on
Pesach.

16) Considering the above two points [in addition to other issues],
going to a hotel for Pesach is advisable only in a case of
necessity.

17) Some paper goods are manufactured using starch, which may
be from grain or Kkitniyos. This creates concern when the use of
these products brings them in contact with wet or hot food.5!
[One can test for starch presence by putting a few drops of
iodine tincture into a small bowl of water, turning the water
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14 Notes for Pesach

light brown. Dip some of the product in question into the
solution — if there is a presence of starch the paper will turn
blue.]

18) Even when one has established that the paper is free of starch,
the first and last sheets of rolls of tissue should not be used
directly with food for Pesach. This is because of the glue used
there which may be of Chometz origin.

19) In earlier generations sugar was not used at all on Pesach.
Nowadays we follow the custom of boiling and dissolving the
sugar, then straining it. This may be done even on the afternoon
of Erev Pesach, until sunset.52

20) After boiling the sugar it is customary to then Kasher the pot.s3
Others have a special pot used only for boiling the sugar.

21) When preparing food before Pesach, e.g. ice-cream, one need
not use boiled sugar.

22)We only use fruit and vegetables that can be peeled.’* [An
exception is made for the lettuce used on the Seder night].

23) One should avoid mixing in unpeeled pieces of strawberry in
ice-cream even when preparing it before Pesach.

24) 1t is customary to have separate knives, to be used only for
peeling fruit and vegetables.>s Also, not to place peels in the
regular Pesach crockery.

25) Contemporary Poskim differ whether one may use a potato-
peeler to peel apples on Shabbos, since the peel of the apple is
edible.s All agree, however, that this may be used on Yom
Tov.5” An apple-corer, by contrast, should definitely not be used
on Shabbos.=

26) It is customary not to use colored or painted crockery on
Pesach.5®
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Notes for Pesach 15

27) We follow the custom that cutlery or crockery that fell on the
floor during Pesach is put aside until after Yom Tov.s°

28) The late Rav Yaakov Landa n»y is quoted as stating that it is not
our Minhag to refrain from the use of garlic during Pesach.s:
Many of Anash, however, do not use garlic on Pesach (see
following point).

29) A general note on Chumros: If you have hitherto followed a
certain view and refrained from something, and you now wish to
follow a view that permits the same, you must follow the
procedures of Hataras Nedarim (Absolving Vows).s2

30) The Tzemach Tzedek ruled not to use radishes on Pesach
“without any given reason”.&

31) There is a discussion in Poskim regarding milk from cows that
are fed Chometz on Pesach.® In general, Kosher milk sold
during Pesach will have been milked before Pesach.

32) Common practice is not to use Besamim at Havdalah on
Motzaei Shabbos Chol HaMoed Pesach.¢s

33) Some Poskim rule to avoid using the hot water supply in a
multi-tenant building, where the hot water is heated centrally
and supplied to all apartments, if it is shared by people who will
use Chometz on Pesach.®®

34) Many tie a cloth over the spout of the taps so as to strain the
water for any undesirable particles. Once, when visiting the
Yeshivah dining hall, the Rebbe observed that this filter should
be checked during Pesach.¢
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16 Notes for Pesach

35)Some Pesach Hechsherim state ‘Kosher al Pesach’, not
‘LePesach’. This is to dispel any notion that this food was
consecrated for the Korban Pesach.¢
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1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

Notes for Pesach 17

KASHERING UTENSILS

The procedure for Kashering dentures: avoid eating hot
Chometz for 24 hours; use a suitable detergent or spirit to clean
the dentures, ensuring that no residue of food remains; pour
boiling water from the kettle into a glass; dip the dentures into
the water for a few seconds; take out and rinse in cold water.

Fillings & fixed braces, by contrast, cannot effectively be
kashered. Just brush and floss carefully, as you would do with
your natural teeth. In addition, try to avoid eating hot Chometz,
such as lokshen in soup, for 24 hours before the time for
stopping to eat Chometz.5°

Starch is often made from grain or Kitniyos. Tablecloths that
have been starched after the last wash should not be used on
Pesach (unless covered by a sheet of plastic).?

The pot used for pouring boiling water when kashering the
Chometz sink and work-surfaces should not be used on Pesach.
One could use a kettle normally used in Chometz, provided it is
not used directly for boiling Chometz.”

One can cover the kitchen worktops with two layers of
durable, waterproof material. Even if heat will be transmitted
through these materials there is still no need to kasher the
surfaces before covering.’
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EREV PESACH

Matzah may not be eaten on Erev Pesach. [This is the Din; our
Minhag is to refrain from 30 days before Pesach]. The general
Minhag is to refrain from eating Maror too. Our Minhag is to
also refrain from eating the ingredients of the Charoses —
until the meal at the 2nd Seder.”

In following with this Minhag, many do not serve apple
compote until the 2nd Seder night. Nonetheless, one need not
refrain from eating nutcake during this period.”

I was asked by a pregnant woman that was suffering from
heartburn, if she could eat almonds on Erev Pesach. | answered
‘Yes’, since our Minhag is to use walnuts for the Charoses rather
than almonds.™

There is no need to refrain from eating eggs or the vegetables
used for Karpas.

I have not heard of any restriction on eating roast meat on Erev
Pesach. There are, however, restrictions on how much wine one
may drink in the last quarter of the day. Also, during the same
period one should limit one’s eating so as not to impair one’s
appetite for the evening.’

The time for sacrificing the Korban Pesach in the Beis
HaMikdash is on the afternoon of Erev Pesach. Due to this, this
afternoon has a similar status to Chol HaMoed, and — in the
first instance — one should cut hair and trim nails before
midday.

After the fact, past midday one may have one’s hair cut by a
non-Jew, while one may trim one’s nails oneself too.”
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8) Where an Eruv has been established in order to permit carrying
from one dwelling to another, it is customary to renew the Eruv
on Erev Pesach. In order to justify the berachah said when

doing so, the original Eruv should be eaten before this
renewal.”
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FAST OF THE FIRSTBORNS

A boy whose birth was preceded by a miscarriage is still
considered a firstborn in relation to the laws of inheritance, and
is consequently obliged to fast on Erev Pesach.™

A boy born via Caesarian section is not considered a Bechor,
nor is the following child — even if born naturally.#

It is customary to avoid fasting by participating in a Siyum.s!
This is valid even if the Siyum is made by one under Bar
Mitzvah.s2

Until a boy becomes Bar Mitzvah, the duty to fast rests with the
father. The custom is however that the father and the son
attend the Siyum in Shul.&3

Siyum over the ‘phone: In the first instance one should
definitely attend the Siyum ‘face-to-face’. In extenuating
circumstances, ask a Shaaloh whether you could listen to a
Siyum live over the ‘phone, being that the essential in this
instance is the joy of the event, and it may not be imperative to
hear a human voice directly.8* Needless to say, listening to a
Siyum on tape or video is of no bearing.

270 YN PO VMY 79

D»NN 9327 ,¥782 N2 INY) (27PD YN HD) APY PN A7 I HD IN YW — MY MO OPR OMVY .80
SPNHNNY YN NOW YyIwN 11185 1N N9NID IN ND2 978, DY TR MINNIDN 191 .5PND 3151 (po bw)

.8-09 7Y YOI — T7AN NN ININ; 67 7Y YIN WIPY IR .81
5D 270 MY MY W NN .82

.99y 719 'y RPN MHINYWN 79D ; 770 OV 7"NW NIRY .83
ST9MN RY PYD D7UN DIV 97 WD MY N .84



1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

Notes for Pesach 21

PREPARATIONS FOR THE SEDER

Matzah: The Matzah to be used at the Seder is called ‘Matzah
Shemurah’, ‘Guarded Matzah'. This means that it has been
protected from leavening due to: a) the Mitzvah to eat Matzah
on the eve of Pesach; or b) the prohibition to eat Chometz
during the entire Pesach.ss

A folded part of Matzah may not be eaten. Instead the folded
area is removed and discarded, together with a margin of close
to an inch. This refers to a fold enclosing a hollow, the interior
of which may have not been baked adequately.® [The supervisor
in the Matzah bakery should check for this problem, so it is
unlikely that folded Shemurah Matzah should reach to the
consumer].

Maror — Horseradish: Should be grated before Yom Tov. In
case of need some allow fon Yom Tov, not on Shabbos] to grate
in an unusual manner, e.g. upon a sheet of paper.s

Chazeres — Romaine Lettuce: Check carefully for bugs,
allowing the light to shine through the leaves. Dry the leaves as
much as possible so as not to wet the Matzah at Korech.

Wine: The general practice in Chabad is not to use grape-juice
alone for Kiddush, Havdalah or the Four Cups, at least not the
menfolk.

Zeroa: Our custom is to use the neck of a chicken. [One
reason is because this portion has no resemblance to any part of
a lamb, and thus serves to distance any impression that we are
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sacrificing a Korban Pesach outside the Beis HaMikdash].e8 The
Zeroa is roasted before Yom Tov, and before setting it on the
Seder Plate we remove most of the meat. The Zeroa is not eaten
at all.

Egg: Our custom is to have it hard-boiled.8

Charoses: To be prepared before Yom Tov. Our custom is not to
add any wine to the mixture at this stage. Just before eating the
Maror, a part of the Charoses is taken from the Kaara and mixed
with the wine in the dish beneath the Kiddush cup. Thus the
Charoses that remains on the Kaara contains no wine at all, and
is used for Korech.

The Meal: We do not serve roast meat or chicken at the Seder
meal.ot
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THE SEDER NIGHT

The Kaara: In Chabad we follow the custom to place the six
items (Zeroa, Egg etc.) upon the Matzah cover without any
dish(es) in between. However, a flat plate/tray should be placed
beneath the Matzos.%2

On both Seder nights, Kiddush should be made after
nightfall.®

Drinking the Four Cups of Wine: According to some Poskim
one should drink the entire cup; one who drank the majority of
the cup is yotz'e bedieved. Others maintain that drinking the
majority of a Revi'is of wine is sufficient, even if the cup
contains much more wine. In order to fulfill both opinions, one
who has difficulty in drinking a lot of wine should use a smaller
cup that contains a Revi'is or slightly more.%

When reciting the relevant berachos, each of the Four Cups
should be held three tefachim (24 cm) above the table.®

The males are obliged to drink each of the Four Cups while
reclining. If one forgot and drank the 2nd cup without
reclining: drink another cup without repeating the berachah. If
you forgot to recline when drinking any of the other cups, you
should not repeat.®

The earlier custom was that the women would listen to the
Kiddush recited by the man leading the Seder, much as on every
Shabbos or Yom Tov. Of late many women prefer to recite
Kiddush themselves at the Seder nights. Either way is perfectly
acceptable. Just remember not to say Shehecheyanu, since you
have already said it when lighting the candles.

DN ,NNY 7777) 'OIN NN N BN (DN)NIIN /D2 NIYN) H7DIND YN DMINRIAN NI NWPN P .92

(02D 1Y) 77N )N AN — NP KYY DOPRN PPINNY DY NIV (N HD) VPO PYIV (2 IVP
270 2yN PO MY .93

.86g NI ,3 0z.-1 N NXPA DY WWN (ROP 'Y) MPHN NV /D1 .0 P 2YN PO 1"V KT .94
YW DV, TON) N Y DV /DN 5140 29y A0 TR YV MON MNP 'O ,N9) 19 Y Wy

.75 ml-2 52770 0WWNn
DN NN (WTP XPD9) 22 NN .95

MY MND DI INY A0 R DID P MNYY NXIY /RN DD 09D PIDY 210V W 170D YN PO Y .96



24

7)

8)

9)

Notes for Pesach

One suffering from diabetes (or another condition which does
not allow them to drink wine or grape juice) can use tea or
coffee for the Four Cups. This, however, presents us with a
problem: the 2nd cup is poured before Mah Nishtanah, and by
the time it is to be drunk it will be cold. [This problem applies
for the 4th cup too]. Due to the circumstances this patient may
rely on the presence of the ‘2nd Cup’ in front of the others at
the Seder, but at the right time to drink a fresh cup of tea
instead.%

At Urchatz we wash our hands without saying the Berachah Al
Netilas Yadayim. What should | do if I did say that Berachah?

A. In a Sichah the Rebbe said that you should eat Matzah
immediately, before proceeding with Karpas, Maggid, Maror,
Korech.

Yachatz: If at the end of Maggid one realized that one had
forgotten to break the Matzah earlier, one need not repeat
Maggid.®

10) Matzah: Each person, man or woman, is obliged to eat a Kezayis

of Matzah. At Motzi-Matzah, those who have their own Kaara
should eat approximately 1/3 of the top Matzah and 1/3 of the
middle Matzah. Those who do not have their own Kaara should
have approximately %2 of a Matzah.°

11) The above amount of Matzah is to be eaten within a time-frame

known as K'dey Achilas Pras. This is generally assessed as
somewhere between 4-7 minutes. The timeframe does not begin
from the Berachah, nor from when putting the Matzah into
one’s mouth, but from when one begins to swallow.°

12)As on every Shabbos and Yom Tov, everyone should partake of

the Lechem Mishneh, the whole loaves upon which the

270187 Y0 NN W NP — DT IINI NN 19P PT TN N7ID 2PN HD VY — MDD 19 DT 0N
PRTN DY DT OY 10D DPDIDM , 17210 120 TR HOH MDD T 87KV (KD 17T 2 VX DNDY) 'OINN NIID
WY TD YR TN AT0 IR —

DN N L(232 Y 11D 715 DNIN NN — VYN NS Y PNINK) N9V 1572 WWNn WINNY 712

7D 291 /DA DI .NNNN I NIN DDA PTY POV 106 yNav DT P02 179D HYN ND VY IR
DY NN NPIN DY TIDY DIND TN, NOXIND INND TY YN NXOY MYV MINND 2 NON D PRY MV and
ANR2IYY IR INID NDINDT INIAN ,NO1ON

NINY MDY ,27g NIV 1 oz. ,nNNN 10 NONY NXN MINND 129D 7Y MPHN MPY XD 19N HD VY DR
.19g-2>71pavm

TY DMPYA NOOYON NINNN WY NN NYRIN M (> NN 790N NINN WTNI PIYWNI) NN NYwa
;70 7177 337 P0) PV D7INN WA DI DT NP PTWONRSND ND 1IN MWV 190N D191 .yvan
.N9D TY NYHIAN NINNN DI NPPIN YT NNY RO DN DX NN YT NXPY M (FOP 7Y YN T '02 XN

97

.98
.99

.100

101
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Berachah HaMotzi was said.2°2 Those who do not have their own
Kaara will take a Kezayis of Matzah from elsewhere.
Nevertheless the leader of the Seder should ensure that
everyone gets a small piece from his top and middle Matzos.03

In order to avoid too much of a pause between the Berachos and
eating, the leader should designate someone to whom he will
give a piece of each of the said Matzos, for distributing to all
who do not have their own Kaara.

13) The Matzah for tonight is designated as Lechem Oni. This term

is given two interpretations: 1) ‘Bread of the Poor’: the poor
tend to eat only part of their loaf now, leaving some for later. It
is for this reason that the middle Matzah is broken in half
before Maggid; 2) ‘Bread of Response’, in the presence of which
the father has responded to the child’s questions.1s

Accordingly it is recommended that the additional Matzos [to
be used for the Kezeysim of those who do not have their own
Kaara] should be upon or near the table where Maggid is
recited.106

14) 1t is imperative that the first Kezayis of Matzah is eaten before

midnight. One who was delayed until after midnight should
certainly still eat Matzah, but should omit the berachah Al
Achilas Matzah.17 [This is a much more basic requirement than
the well-known endeavor — to eat the Afikoman before
midnightoe].

15)One who fell asleep during the meal may eat the Afikoman

upon awaking. Even if he dozed off in middle of eating the
Afikoman, if other people with whom he ate are awake, he may
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resume. If there are no others, or if they too fell asleep, he may
not resume eating the Afikoman.0°

16) The Cup of Eliyahu should be poured before opening the door
for Eliyahu HaNavi. The Rebbe would sometimes pour this cup
before bentching.1t°

17)1f after drinking the 3rd cup one realized that he forgot to say
Yaale v'Yavo in bentching — one need not drink a cup of wine
after repeating the bentching.1t

18) If after the Seder one vomited and threw up the Matzah one
has still fulfilled the Mitzvah and need not eat again.’2
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GENERAL KNOWLEDGE

Question: Why is it the middle Matzah that is broken in half?

Answer: When partaking of the Matzah, the sequence of the
Berachos is; a) HaMotzi; b) Al Achilas Matzah. The first
Berachah is said on the whole Matzah (as we do on every
Shabbos and Yom Tov); the second Berachah is said on the
broken Matzah (see ref. 105). Following the principle of not
bypassing a Mitzvah object, the one to be used earlier in the
sequence is placed as the upper Matzah.!13

Question: Why do we use three Matzos?

Answer: We begin every Shabbos or Yom Tov meal with two
loaves. At the Seder night we add a broken loaf to symbolize the
Bread of Poverty (see ref. 105). [One could argue that 2v%
Matzos would suffice. However, in order to beautify the Mitzvah
we begin the Seder with three whole Matzos].14

At the Shabbos and Yom Tov meals, the two loaves are placed
next to one another, yet in between the three Matzos for the
Seder we separate with a cloth. The source for this is in
Kabbalah, to indicate that each Matzah has a distinct
purpose.is

Question: What is the reason for the layout of the six items
upon the Kaara?

Answer: The items to be used earlier are placed closer to
oneself. This is in line with the principle of not bypassing a
Mitzvah object. [An exception is made in the case of the
Chazeres; although used later on, it is placed closest to oneself.
Due to its bitterness the [maror and] chazeres do not have
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priority regarding berachos said over food. For the same reason
it is acceptable to bypass them on the Seder plate.].116

5) We say a separate berachah — HaGafen — before drinking each

of the Four Cups. This is because each one is a separate
mitzvah.17

6) When the Beis HaMikdash was standing, one focus of the Seder

night would be the Korban Pesach. To acknowledge this
omission we begin our meal with eating boiled eggs, a food
given to mourners 571.118 However, adding unrelated aspects of
grief to the Seder night is quite inappropriate, since the theme
of this night is to celebrate our deliverance from Mitzrayim, and
the anticipation of the full and redemption through
Mashiach.1t®
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Notes for Pesach 31

nawva nad Snw nos a1y

EREV PESACH
COINCIDING WITH SHABBOS

This year Erev Pesach coincides with Shabbos. The difficulty arises
that on the one hand we have to remove all Chametz and prepare
the house for Pesach before Shabbos commences. On the other
hand, for the Shabbos meals one is required to partake of the loaves
of /mww ons5 As one may not eat Matzah on Erev Pesach, it is
necessary to partake of Chametz. It is inevitable therefore, that the
last remains of Chametz will have to be cleared away on Shabbos
itself. There are a number of other changes too, as you will see. The
following advice is offered on the procedure to be followed according
to Halachah.

THE DERASHAH FOR SHABBOS HAGADOL

The traditional Shiur/Derashah given on the Shabbos preceding
Pesach, is brought forward by one week, i.e. on Shabbos Parshas
Metzora, 7th of Nissan. In the Derashah, the focus would be on the
relevant Halachos for the imminent Yom Tov.120

THE FAST OF THE FIRSTBORNS

The Fast of Firstborns (normally held on Erev Pesach) is
observed on Thursday the 12th of Nissan/21 April. (Accordingly, the
customary Siyum is made in Shul on Thursday after Shacharis).12

THE SEARCH FOR CHAMETZ

The search for Chametz is done on Thursday night. As usual: a)
the appropriate berachah is said before the search; b) when one has
completed the search, one would be mevatel — declare null and
void — all unknown Chametz.122 (Those who do not understand the
Aramaic text of Kol Chamira should say it in a language that they
are familiar with).123
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32 Notes for Pesach

As of the time when one searches for Chametz, all Chametz
food which one intends to use until Shabbos morning should be
stored in a safe place, out of reach of small children or rodents.™

By this time the house in general should be Pesach'dik, having
stowed away all Chametz dishes etc. From this time onwards, the
general eating of Chametz will be done with caution so that no
crumbs should scatter.

Prior to the search for Chametz, one is not be allowed to eat a
meal in the evening. However, a Firstborn who had fasted a whole
day, would be allowed to eat a small amount (less than the volume
of an egg), so that he should have the energy to search for Chametz
properly.12#

BURNING THE CHAMETZ

The burning of the Chametz is done on Friday 22 April, at the
same time as usual, i.e. during the 5th hour of the day?s (check
your local calendar for the specific times). Don't forget to empty all
crumbs of Chametz from your pockets as well as the children’s
pockets.22 (Trouser cuffs should also be checked for Chametz).

When burning the Chametz, the prayer Yehi Ratzon.. is said, as
usual.12” However, the saying of the 2nd Kol Chamira, annulling all
known and unknown Chametz, is left until the following day (see
below).

THE SALE OF CHAMETZ

The sale of Chametz is effected on Friday, usually by midday.12
The Chametz retained for burning and for eating (until Shabbos
morning), is not included in the sale, nor is it included in the Bitul
(nullification) said on Thursday night at the end of the search for
Chametz.129

BIUur MAASROS

Before partaking of produce grown in Eretz Yisrael, one is
obliged to separate Maaser. Part of this procedure is to designate a
coin upon which to transfer the sanctity of Maaser Sheni. Prior to
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Notes for Pesach 33

Pesach of the 4th and the 7th year of the Shemittah cycle, all
Maasros hoarded in our possession are to be disposed of.130
Accordingly, the above-mentioned coin should be destroyed before
Erev Pesach this year.

PREPARING THE HOUSE FOR SHABBOS

Where should one eat the Shabbos meals?

If one has a room which is included in the sale to the gentile, it
would be ideal if one could eat the meals there. If planning to do so,
it would be correct to indicate this intention to the gentile who is
buying the Chametz.

Care should be taken that:

a)the Chametz which has actually been sold should not be
tampered with;

b) before anyone leaves that room, to brush off any crumbs;

c¢) the room must be locked before the end of the 5th seasonal
hour (check your local calendar for the specific time).

If the above option is not feasible, one may eat the meal in one
of the Pesach'dike rooms — preferably one without carpet. When
eating bread, take care not to scatter crumbs.

After the meal is over, remove the tablecloth and store it away
with the Chametz utensils. Sweep the floor (with a soft broom — as
on every Shabbos).’3t The crumbs should be disposed of carefully
(see below).

If one ate the meal in the open air, such as a balcony, patio etc.,
one may not sweep the floor.132 Just carefully pick up any visible
pieces of Chametz.

Using either option, think ahead what to do about
candlesticks:3 in the first option, the candlesticks used for Friday
night will remain locked up in the Chametz room. In the second
option, do not place the candle-sticks on the tablecloth as usual,
since one intends to remove the tablecloth after the meal on the
following morning. Consider placing the candlesticks on a separate
table. Alternatively use two tablecloths, and have the Chametz
tablecloth reach until the tray of the candlesticks.

ST9ONY N Y T I TTINON HTNDPININ ;YO N HD VY IR 130

2270w D Y (131

10 0V AW 132

(290 Y0 PO VY)Y PIMIPOYT MNY DIPN2 NN NTIVO D19XY TN 1NN Y 133
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FOODS THAT MAY BE EATEN ON THE FRIDAY?

On Erev Pesach one is not allowed to eat Matzah. Chabad
custom is to refrain also from eating Moror and any of the
ingredients of the Charoses. Some have the custom to refrain from
having these foods even on this Friday too.3

Foob ARRANGEMENTS FOR SHABBOS

Challos — One should retain only the bare minimum of
Chametz for use on Shabbos. Small Challos for Lechem Mishneh
are a good idea. A useful tip: Soft Pita-bread does not create crumbs
easily, so consider using whole Pitot for Lechem Mishne.

(Bear in mind that: a) for the Mitzvah of eating a Shabbos meal
it is preferable to eat a bit more than a kebeitzah (volume of 1 egg)
of bread, and at the very minimum one should eat a kezayis (volume
of 1 olive);1% b) one eating less than a kebeitzah of bread should not
say the Berachah Al Netilas Yadayim when washing).13®

General Shabbos food — Ideally, nhon-Chametz-foods should
be cooked for Shabbos, in Pesach’'dike pots. However, as Chametz
(the Challah) is eaten with the meal, it is not advisable to serve the
food on Pesach'dike dishes.

One simple solution is to use disposable dishes & cutlery. After
the meal is over one would check them for any visible remains of
Chametz, which should be eaten or flushed down the toilet. The
used paperware etc. could then be placed with the trash. Any trace
of Chametz which may have remained upon the dishes unnoticed
will be annulled when one says Kol Chamira.

If one does serve with Chametz dishes, then:

a)one should not pour hot food from Pesach'dike pots directly
into Chametz'dike dishes;3”

b)even when removing cold food from Pesach’dike pots etc., one
should only do so with Pesach'dike cutlery;

c¢) once one has finished eating on Shabbos the used dishes may
not be washed.®3® They should be stored away with the rest of
the Chametz utensils.
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Hot drinks — Likewise, it would be ideal to prepare hot water
in an urn which is Pesach’dik. When serving hot drinks with the
Chametz meals, one could use disposable cups. If one does serve
with Chametz'dike cups, one should pour the hot water into a
Pesach’dike cup, from which one would then pour into the
Chametz'dike cup.

PREPARATIONS OF FOODS FOR THE SEDER PLATE

The Zeroa (shankbone or — in Chabad custom — chicken’s
neck) to be used for the Seder Plate should be roasted before
Shabbos.® It is also preferable to grate the Maror and Charoses
before Shabbos.#0 (The Maror should be kept sealed so that it's
pungency should not dissipate). One should be careful not to leave
the lettuce soak for more than 24 hours.14

Cutting of hair and nails is permitted until sunset.142

SHABBOS MORNING

Davening starts early, so as to allow enough time for the
Shabbos meal.**

For Haftorah, the Chabad custom is to read V'Orvah. Verify the
prevailing custom of your Shul.1#

Chametz may not be eaten later than two seasonal hours before
noon (check your calendar for the specific local time).

After this time, any remaining Chametz should be disposed of.
Crumbs etc. may be flushed down the toilet.

If one is left with a larger amount of Chametz, one may give this
to a non-Jew, who will remove it from one’s premises. For this
purpose, the non-Jew would have to enter the premises of the Jew.
He would then be able to take the Chametz and then leave the
premises at his own volition.1*s However, one should not hand the
Chametz directly to the non-Jew.14¢

All this must be over and done with, no later than one seasonal
hour before noon (check your calendar for the specific local time).
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(Merely placing Chametz in the trash can in one’s own premises
is not an acceptable solution for disposing of one’s Chametz).

It is advisable to rinse one’s mouth out, to remove any
remaining particles of Chametz.1#

ANNULMENT OF ALL CHAMETZ

Kol Chamira — After having disposed of the Chametz remains,
one should then annul all Chametz in one’s possession. This
declaration is the 2nd Kol Chamira to be found in the beginning of
the Haggadah. (Those who do not understand the Aramaic text of
Kol Chamira should say it in a language that they are familiar with).
This declaration must be said before one seasonal hour before noon
(check your calendar for the specific local time).

Any Chametz discovered after this time is Muktzah. It should be
covered over (until Chol HaMoed, when it should be burnt).148

SHABBOS AFTERNOON

As on every Shabbos HaGadol, after Minchah it is customary to
read the Haggadah, from 1»>n or1ay until ywnmy 53 Sy 1935.149 [This
has been included in the annotated edition of the Tehillat HaShem
Siddur, p. 398ff]. In addition, before sunset we study the Order of
the Pesach Sacrifice in the Beis HaMikdash, as is done every Erev
Pesach [ibid. p. 407-8].15°

At Seudah Shlishis in the afternoon, neither Chametz nor
Matzah is permissible, but one should serve meat or fish (with
vegetables etc.).15t

If eating in the latter half of the afternoon, one should not each
much food. This is to ensure that one will eat the Matzah in the
evening with greater appetite.1s2

MAARIV

Maariv should be recited as early as Shabbos is over.:s3 Add
Vatodieynu in the Shemoneh Esreh.>4
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PREPARATIONS FOR THE SEDER

Preparations for the Seder may only be done after Shabbos is
over (check your calendar for the specific local time). One would
then say Boruch HaMavdil Bein Kodesh leKodesh before going
ahead with the preparations for the Seder, including the lighting of
the candles in honor of Yom Tov.1%

KIDDUSH AT THE SEDER

Kiddush tonight incorporates Havdalah. Specific instructions
are to be found in the Haggadah.
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